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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
February 13, 2022

Pursuing a Higher  
Moral Standard
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
offers a rather radical call to holiness. 

Many of us have a hard time accepting 
that we are all called to such levels of 
morality. Yet, read to whom Jesus is 
speaking here. The Gospel says his 
audience is everyone: his apostles, 
his disciples, and a large number of 
other people from around the region. 
The Second Vatican Council offers a 
reminder when it says, “Fortified by 
so many and such powerful means of 
salvation, all the faithful, whatever their 
condition or state, are called by the Lord, 

each in his own way, to that perfect 
holiness whereby the Father himself is 
perfect” (Dogmatic Constitution on 

the Church [Lumen Gentium], 11).
A key to progress in any personal 

area is keeping hungry, never being fully 
satisfied. The same goes for our faith and 
relationship with our Lord. If our goal is 
to be comfortable, to follow the path of 
least resistance, then mediocrity is our 
goal. Jesus is anything but mediocre. He 
proposes to us a high moral standard that 
isn’t reached by coasting.

Our souls are hungry by design. 
They are never fully satisfied in this life 
because we desire the Infinite—we desire 
God.

Luckily, our Lord not only proposes a 
high moral ideal of holiness, but he also 
gives us his very Spirit so we can reach 
the heights he proposes. And so, we can 
pray with St. Augustine, “Give me what 
you command, and command what you 
will.” +

Jesus is anything but 
mediocre. He proposes to us 
a high moral standard that 
isn’t reached by coasting.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Missionary discipleship is 
a call from God for today’s 
busy and complicated 
world, a constant setting out 
with Jesus…Only a Church 
which is bride, mother, 
and servant—one that has 
renounced the claim to 
control what is not her own 
work but God’s—can remain 
with Jesus.

—Journey to Colombia,  
September 7, 2017

Sunday Readings
Jeremiah 17:5–8
Blessed are those who trust in the 
LORD; / the LORD will be their trust.

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16–20
Now Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep.

Luke 6:17, 20–26
And raising his eyes toward his 
disciples [Jesus] said: “Blessed are 
you who are poor, for the kingdom 
of God is yours.”

• Do I consider myself a 
Catholic who is tending and 
working toward holiness?

• Would Jesus consider me a 
Catholic who is tending and 
working toward holiness?
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Hope Springs Eternal
By Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR

Q.  Why did a loyal fan of an under-
performing team in the National 
Football League stipulate in his 
will that six of their players be his 
pallbearers?

A.  The fan wanted them to let him 
down one last time.

Do you sometimes feel let down and 
hopeless? Are you anxious about 

the direction of our nation and world?
The 1960s was a decade of significant 

change in society that created varying 
levels of anxiety, fear, and restlessness 
for some people. In extreme cases, it 
instigated tragedy.

Texas Governor John Connally was in 
the vehicle with John F. Kennedy when 
the president was assassinated in 1963. 

In trying to find meaning in this 
tragic event, Connally said the president 
was given a task in death that he couldn’t 
do in life: “to so shock and so stun the 
nation, the people, and the world of 
what’s happening to us.” He described 
this “happening” as a “cancerous growth 
that’s been permitted to expand and 
enlarge itself...that breeds the hatred, the 
bigotry, the intolerance and indifference, 
the lawlessness that is, I think, an 
outward manifestation of what occurred 
here in Dallas.”

Some may wonder if our country 
today is immune to shock. What 
stuns a post-9/11 America numbed by 
the violence we’ve endured since the 
assassinations and upheavals at home 
and abroad in the sixties?

Has the cancer that breeds hatred, 
bigotry, intolerance, and lawlessness 
been allowed to spread for decades? Was 
the fearmongering and bitterness among 
Americans in a particularly divisive 
election campaign just another “outward 
manifestation” of this pathological 
growth?

To paraphrase G. K. Chesterton: If 
things feel hopeless, then hope means 
hoping; otherwise, it isn’t a virtue at all.

Because we’re rooted in the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection—“In 
hope we were saved” (Romans 8:24)—
the theological virtue of hope assures us 
that God ultimately won’t let us down, 
not even when we are laid to rest in our 
graves!

Hope motivates us to transform 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
February 14–19

Monday, Sts. Cyril and Methodius:  
Jas 1:1–11 / Mk 8:11–13

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Jas 1:12–18 / Mk 8:14–21

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Jas 1:19–27 / Mk 8:22–26

Thursday, Weekday:  
Jas 2:1–9 / Mk 8:27–33

Friday, Weekday:  
Jas 2:14–24, 26 / Mk 8:34—9:1

Saturday, Weekday:  
Jas 3:1–10 / Mk 9:2–13

Lord, you never forget us;  
you answer all our needs.  

Keep me from being anxious 
about many things.

—From Peaceful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

hatred, bigotry, and intolerance rather 
than transmit it.

Pope Francis told a Swedish newspaper 
that every human being transmits 
hatred through malicious speech and is 
potentially a terrorist by simply using 
abusive language. “I am speaking of a 
deceitful and hidden form of terrorism 
that uses words as bombs that explode, 
causing devastation in peoples’ lives....It 
is a way of creating space for yourself by 
destroying others,” he said.

Governor Connally’s remarks in 1966 
seem apropos fifty years later: “I’m not 
the least fearful of any foreign enemy 
so long as we have within ourselves 
not hate but human understanding, 
not passion and prejudice but reason 
and tolerance, and not ignorance but 
knowledge and the willingness to use 
that knowledge.”

Such an arsenal helps disarm hidden 
and not-so-hidden forms of terrorism 
and fear. +

If things feel hopeless, 
then hope means hoping; 
otherwise, it isn’t a virtue  

at all.


